[bookmark: _GoBack]It's time to start thinking about which blooms / potted plants you'll be bringing to the show and how you will safely transport them.   We'll be taking more about this at our October meeting.  Here's some things to start thinking about.
There's a lot of information.  Don't hesitate to ask questions
 
Transporting blooms and plants 
Blooms easily bruise and can easily lose all their petals during transport.  There is no set way to transport your blooms/ plants. When transporting potted plants Steve and I usually put the potted plant inside a 5 gallon bucket and then stuff towels between the bucket and the pot.
When transporting cut blooms, depending upon the bloom size, Steve and I prefer to transport 4 large blooms in plastic juice containers within a plastic milk crate.  As the bloom size gets smaller we can transport more blooms within a plastic milk crate.   Others transport their blooms in round 5 gallon buckets.  Some members have developed specialized PVC tube containers to transport their blooms. 
Recommendation: When cutting your blooms affix the entry tag to the bloom with your name and the varietal name.  Do the same to any potted plants you want to enter.
With the varietal the section and the class can be determined.  
Again, if you need help there are plenty of people who can help you.
 
How to enter your blooms and potted plant into the show.  
There are several pieces of information you will need to complete your entry.  Learning what information you need and how the information is used is key to successfully completing the entry process.  Steve and I have a 12X12x3 inch square box in which we store all of the information listed below.  We call it our ECA show Kit.  Basically its everything we need to complete our show entries.  Gathering these items ahead of time 
 
 1) Your show entry number – see attachment 2025 ECA Paid memberships for show
Look for your name on the attached 2025 membership list.  To the left of your name is a number between 5 and 54.  This is your show number. Locate your name and look for your show number.  Your show number will be sued on your bloom/plant entry tag.
 
2) ECA show rules – see attachment show rules revised 2019
The show rules detail eligibility, entry, judging and awards. Between page 7 and 15 are detailed descriptions of the various entry categories and classifications.  This is the place you will find the section and class information you will need on your bloom entry tag.
 
3) Cultivar classification list – see attachment cultivar classification list
The cultivar classification list lists the varietal name and the associated bloom and color classification for about 180 different varieties.  While most varieties are included, there may be some missing.  If this is the case a veteran member of our club can help you identify your blooms classification.
 
4) Sample exhibitor entry tag – see attachment exhibitor entry example
The attached sample entry tag provides an example of a completed entry tag
 
5) ECA entry tags - available at the October meeting and on Thursday Oct 30th at show set up
Entry tags are provided at the October meeting and at show set up on Thursday Oct 30th.  While at home attach a show entry tag to each bloom.  Write the varietal name and your name on the tag.  I you need help completing the section and class parts of the entry tag, veteran members can assist you.
 
6) Sample exhibitor entry form – see attachment ECA show entry form template
The attached sample entry tag provides an example of a completed entry tag 
 
7) ECA show entry forms - provided at October meeting and on Thursday Oct 30th at show set up
In addition to entry tags everyone must complete a show entry form.  Enter your entry number and name on the top of the form.  Then list every bloom you have entered into the show grouping the blooms by classification and category.  Again there are veteran members of the club that can assist you with this process.
 
8) 5 or 6 inch twistems – can be purchased at October meeting or on Thursday Oct 30th at show set up
The twistems are used to attach the show entry tags to the blooms
 
9) Pencils and pens
You will need several pencils or pens to write down your bloom entry information
 
10) Paperclips - bring your own or pick some up at the October meeting or on Thursday Oct 30th at show set up
The bottom of the entry tags are folded up to conceal your name.  Paperclips are used to secure the bottom fold.
 
11) Clippers – Bring your own
Clippers are used to adjust the height of your blooms so that they are all uniform.  When you are cutting your blooms at home to bring into the show be sure to cut them so that the stem is a minimum of 18 inches long.
 
As always please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Sue
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